
Table on page 5 in  
Berge, Erling. 2004. The Way We Think. Presidential Address at the Tenth Biennial Conference of the 
International Association for the Study of Common Property, Oaxaca, 9-13 August 2004. The 
Common Property Resource Digest  (70): 1-7. 
 
The rest of the 
world 

Actions of 
IASCP 
members 

Thoughts of IASCP 
members 

The way we think about what we 
do.  

 EXPRESSING 
A MISSION 
STATEMENT 

 Do we want to guide the 
development of IASCP or 
determine what it is? 
(design principle) 

  WHAT WE WANT TO 
DO: Science or policy 
advice?  

Do we find what we do reasonable 
and appropriate?  
(basic value) 

WHAT THE 
REST OF THE 
WORLD 
THINK WE DO 

WHAT WE 
DO  

WHAT WE THINK 
WE DO: improving our 
understanding of the 
world or gaining the 
attention of policy 
makers 

Are we concerned that what we do 
measures up to the highest 
standards of science or are we 
worried about its application in 
political struggles?  
(standard of performance) 

WHAT THE 
REST OF THE 
WORLD 
THINK WE 
WANT TO DO  

 Is there a perceived 
discrepancy between 
actions and intentions?  

To what degree should we let the 
thoughts of the rest of the world 
affect our view of what we do? 
(design principle) 

 


